Fraction Comparisons with Pictures,
Assessment Variation

Sample task from achievethecore.org
By Illustrative Mathematics and Student Achievement Partners

GRADE LEVEL Third

IN THE STANDARDS 3.NF.A.3d

WHAT WE LIKE ABOUT THIS TASK
Mathematically:

e Presents two fractions with the same numerator so that students can compare the size of an
area that is 2 one-third sections with an area that is 2 one-fifth sections

e Requires student to recognize that two fractions must refer to the same whole in order to be
compared (3.NF.A.3d)

e Builds on student understanding of non-unit fractions as multiple parts of unit fractions
(3.NF.A)

e Uses rectangular fraction models, which can lead to understanding of fractions on the number
line, showing coherence within the 3.NF standards

In the classroom:
e Uses concrete representation to make the mathematics explicit

e Can lead into related discussions with the other fraction comparison tasks
e Presents a task in an assessment-ready form, that is also easily implemented in the classroom

MAKING THE SHIF'I'S1

Lays groundwork for grade 4 fraction equivalence and

Coherence ordering expectations (4.NF.A)

@ Focus Belongs to the major work® of third grade

Conceptual Understanding: primary in this task
‘m‘ Rigor3 Procedural Skill and Fluency: secondary in this task
Application: not targeted in this task

'For more information read Shifts for Mathematics.
For more information, see Focus in Grade Three.
*Tasks will often target only one aspect of rigor.

For a direct link, go to: http://www.achievethecore.org/page/876/fraction-comparisons-with-pictures-assessment-variation


http://www.achievethecore.org/page/876/fraction-comparisons-with-pictures-assessment-variation
http://achievethecore.org/shifts-mathematics
http://www.achievethecore.org/content/upload/SAP_Focus_Math_3.pdf

ADDITIONAL THOUGHTS

The video below highlights that in order to compare two fractions, they must refer to the same whole. Notice
that the student first moves the "smaller” representation of§ into the § box. However, the student then

recognizes that the representation of% is "larger” (i.e., represents a different whole) and correctly switches out
the representation of z for the "larger” one.

My Screencast

As noted in the Commentary above, this task is the third in a set of three tasks. Each task is unique, but all assess
various aspects of the same standard. This is important to note when thinking about assessing the full breadth
of a standard. The other tasks in the set can be found here: Comparing Fractions with the Same

Denominator and Comparing Fractions with the Same Numerators.

For more information on fraction comparison, read page 4 of the progression document, 3—-5, Number and
Operations — Fractions, available at www.achievethecore.org/progressions.

For more analysis on this task from an assessment perspective, please read the Cognitive Complexity section on
the Illustrative Mathematics site.

For a direct link, go to: http://www.achievethecore.org/page/876/fraction-comparisons-with-pictures-assessment-variation


http://www.achievethecore.org/page/876/fraction-comparisons-with-pictures-assessment-variation
http://www.illustrativemathematics.org/illustrations/1353
http://www.illustrativemathematics.org/illustrations/1353
http://www.illustrativemathematics.org/illustrations/1354
http://www.achievethecore.org/progressions
http://www.illustrativemathematics.org/illustrations/1356

lllustrative Mathematics

3.NF Fraction Comparisons With Pictures, Assessment Variation

Alignment 1: 3.NF.A.3.d
Tags: SAP

a. Who correctly compares the numbers 2/3 and 2/5?
i. Ben said that 2/3 is greater than 2/5.

ii. Lee said that 2/3 is equal to 2/5.
iii. Mia said that 2/3 is less than 2/5.

b. Compare 2/3 and 2/5 using symbols:
2/3 T 25

c. Choose the two pictures that best compare 2/3 and 2/5.
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Commentary

This task is part of a joint project between Student Achievement Partners and lllustrative Mathematics to develop prototype
machine-scorable assessment items that test a range of mathematical knowledge and skills described in the CCSSM and
begin to signal the focus and coherence of the standards.

Task Purpose

This task is part of a set of three assessment tasks for 3.NF.3d. This part of the standard is about comparing two fractions
with the same numerator or the same denominator by reasoning about their size, and understanding that such comparisons
are valid only when the fractions refer to the same whole.

e 3.NF Comparing Fractions with the Same Denominators asks students to compare fractions using words and
symbols and then to correctly represent them on the number line. This and the next task are designed to distinguish
an understanding of relative magnitude, proficiency with symbolic notation, and proficiency with the number line. For
example, if a student correctly chooses the greater fraction and the correct placement on the number line but selects
the wrong inequalities, we diagnose that student as having trouble with the symbolic representation but not with their
understanding of the relative magnitude of the fractions.

e 3.NF Comparing Fractions with the Same Numerators is identical in structure to the first task.

e 3.NF Fraction Comparisons with Pictures asks students to select pictures that accurately represent the relative
magnitude of two fractions. This task also requires that students recognize that in order to compare two fractions,
they must refer to the same whole.

Cognitive Complexity
Mathematical Content

Comparing fractions with common denominators should be as easy as comparing 5 oranges and 7 oranges: the greater
numerator corresponds to the greater fraction because we are comparing different quantities of the same unit. Comparing
fractions with a common numerator is more complex because the smaller denominator corresponds to the greater fraction.
Thus, “3.NF Comparing Fractions with the Same Numerator” is more complex than “3.NF Comparing Fractions with the
Same Denominator.”

"3.NF Fraction Comparisons with Pictures" requires students to compare two fractions with the same numerators and then
select pictures from a set of choices that can be used to accurately represent the comparison. For the first two tasks in this
set, students can choose any method or representation they like to compare the fractions. This task is more complex
because students must evaluate pictures they did not draw themselves and must understand that the wholes (rather than
the pieces) must be the same size.

Mathematical Practice

The third task partially assesses students' ability to construct viable arguments and critique the reasoning of others (MP 3).
Students have to evaluate three different claims and choose the correct one; they also must identify pictures that could be
used to support an argument about comparing two fractions.

Linguistic Demand
The linguistic demand for the first two tasks is low. The linguistic demand for the third task is medium for third grade.
Stimulus Material

The first two tasks require students to analyze both written and symbolic statements and select a number line. The third task
requires students to analyze written statements, construct a symbolic statement, and select diagrams from several options.
Thus, the stimulus material for all three tasks is complex.

Response Mode

The response mode for the first two tasks is multiple choice (select all) and so is not complex. The third task requires
students to use a drop-down menu and to drag pictures on the screen, which gives this task a medium level of response
mode complexity. Note that they can try different things without penalty and there is a reset option.


http://www.achievethecore.org/student-achievement-partners
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Solution: 1

a. Benis correct that 2/3 is greater than 2/5.

b. % >
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c. See video for correct solution.
This is a 2-pointitem
One point is for correctly determining that 2/3 is greater and selecting % > %

One point is for selecting diagrams that show why % > %

@ H®E)| 3.NF Fraction Comparisons With Pictures, Assessment Variation is licensed by lllustrative Mathematics
ETEEN under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License
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