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USER’S GUIDE: AN INTRODUCTION TO THE TEXT SET PROJECT
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This professional development module focuses on the Text Set Project:  Designing and Integrating Expert Packs. The training is for teachers, those who support teachers, librarians, and media specialists to build understanding and experience with Common Core State Standards (CCSS)-aligned instruction and materials. Within the module, there are materials, activities and discussions to enable participants to begin creating and using Expert Packs to support students in building knowledge, vocabulary and the capacity to read independently. 

Objectives of this module:

· Understand the critical role building vocabulary and knowledge plays in the CCSS and in students’ ability to read proficiently. 
· Explore a text set and consider implications for classroom application. 
· Gain a better understanding of building coherently sequenced text sets and educating others on how to do so.
· Develop grade-appropriate text sets for Kindergarten – 5th grade classroom use. 
Materials:  What You Need
1. PowerPoint Presentations with Facilitator Notes (2 Total)

2. Participants Handout (PDF – 58 pages)

· Training Materials and Activities

3. Earth’s Precious Resource Articles

Using This Module

This module is designed for participants familiar with the instructional Shifts in Literacy. If participants are not familiar with the Shifts, they should first complete the Introduction to the Literacy Shifts Professional Development Module.

This module is designed to be five and a half hours. However, it is designed to be flexible and can be used in a variety of professional development settings. For example, the module can be split into one hour increments to use during faculty meetings or Professional Learning Communities. In a four-hour block of time, participants can learn about the benefits of and potential uses for text sets, continuing the text set development in small groups. 

Participant materials should be copied ahead of time or be available to use electronically. For participants engaging in the module as a self-study, the PowerPoint should be viewed in presentation mode so the answers to activities are not immediately visible.

You are encouraged to customize any or all portions of this module to meet the needs of your audience. It may be modified, reproduced and disseminated without prior permission.

Timeframe to Complete the Module:
· Allow for 2 days for presenting this module with embedded work time. Refer to the sample agenda provided on the final pages of this Facilitator’s Guide

 
Any portions of this module may be modified, reproduced, and disseminated without prior permission.
Outline of Module

	Activity
	Materials/Preparation Needed

	1)  Welcome and Overview

Present: Goals, outcomes, and essential work of the Text Set Project – Creating Expert Packs


	· PowerPoint presentation, slides 1-6 (Morning Day 1 presentation)

	2)  Why Build Knowledge and Vocabulary?

Present: Key research findings that support the need for Expert Packs.

Note: This presentation is available as its own separate PD. If you have already taught this training, you may skip over this section in delivering the Text Set PD. 

Activity #1

Quick Quiz: Which is harder?

Activity #2 

PARCC Redacted Experience


	· PowerPoint presentation, slides 7-59 (Morning Day 1 presentation)

· Participants Handout pg. 1

· Participants Handout pg. pg. 2 – 4



	1) 3)  What is an Expert Pack?
Present:  Provide explanations of expert packs and the types of resources used to create them.

Activity

Participants will read and discuss the resources and layout of a sample Expert Pack


	· PowerPoint presentation, slides 60-71 (Morning Day 1 presentation)

· Participants Handout pg. 8 – 24 

· Earth’s Precious Resource Articles 



	4)  How Can Expert Packs Be Used?
Present:  The pilot implementation of Earth’s Precious Resources with findings, student sample work.  Discuss potential uses for Expert Packs in school, district, or state.


	· PowerPoint presentation, slides 72-85 (Morning Day 1 presentation)

· Participants Handout pg. 25 – 26

· Video (Text Set Panel Interviews)



	5)  Selecting and Sequencing Texts

Present: How to consider both coherence and complexity when designing an Expert Pack.

Activity

Coherence Guide – Jigsaw

Participants read and discuss information found in the Coherence Guide


	· PowerPoint presentation, slides 1-20 (Afternoon Day 1, Day 2 presentation)

· Participants Handout pg. 38 - 39




	6)  Learning Worth Remembering
Present:  Student activities for the Expert Pack


	· PowerPoint presentation, slides 21-36 (Afternoon Day 1, Day 2 presentation)

· Participants Handout pg. 15 – 19



	7)  Creating an Expert Pack – not sure if we went over this

Present:  Final checklist for creating and Expert Pack


	· PowerPoint presentation, slides 37 - 49 (Afternoon Day 1, Day 2 presentation)

· Participants Handout pg. 27



	8) Access to Edmodo Group
Present:  How to access Edmodo so teachers can be a part of the Text Set Project.


	· PowerPoint presentation, slide 50 (Afternoon Day 1, Day 2 presentation)




SAMPLE TWO-DAY AGENDA
DAY ONE

	7:30- 8:30
	Registration

	8:30-9:00
	Welcome and Overview
· Purpose and Goals

· Essential Question:

How can text sets be designed and integrated into curriculum to support students in building knowledge, vocabulary, and the capacity to read independently?

	9:00-10:00
	Why Build Knowledge and Vocabulary?
Its lineage in research, college and career readiness standards, and the shifts

	10:00 – 10:15
	Break

	10:15 – 12:00
	What is An Expert Pack? 
· Structure of the Expert Pack

· Example:  Earth’s Precious Resource 

	
	How can Expert Packs be used by teachers and students? 

· Experiences from the field

· Brainstorm ideas for how Expert Packs fit into your classrooms

	12:00-1:00
	Lunch

	1:00-2:30
	Investigate Topic Resources – Read, watch and consider all the resources for the topic



	2:30 – 2:45
	Break

	2:45 – 4:15
	Selecting and Sequencing Texts:  Coherence and Complexity
Principles for how to select and sequence resources

Options for supporting students 

Selecting Texts:  Practice
Teams have an opportunity to practice sequencing resources to support chosen topic

	4:15-4:30
	Next Steps:  Tomorrow 


SAMPLE TWO-DAY AGENDA

DAY TWO

	7:30- 8:15
	Breakfast

	8:15-8:30
	Questions and Discussions

	8:30 – 10:00
	Learning Worth Remembering: Student Activities
Discuss a modest approach to student work; the most essential activities to support knowledge building, central ideas, vocabulary development, and speaking and listening

Options for supporting students

	10:00 – 10:15
	Break

	10:30-12:00
	Work Time:  Librarians 

Support sequencing of resources
	Work Time:  Teachers 

Refine student activities and vet resources

	12:00- 1:00
	Lunch

	1:00 – 3:30 
	Work Time continues

Accessing the Edmodo Text Set Project Group

Next Steps: Taking the work home
Teams will meet with project leads to discuss ongoing commitment to creating additional Experts Packs
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Common Core Shifts for Literacy





Regular practice with complex text and its academic language


Reading, writing and speaking grounded in evidence from text, both literary and informational


Building knowledge though content-rich nonfiction





Background on the Modules and the Common Core State Standards


These modules have been designed for educators to use to support the implementation of the Common Core State Standards. The Common Core State Standards were designed explicitly as a staircase in K-12 to college and career readiness. Many U.S. students—even those who pass their high school courses and their high school exit exams—still face remediation when they get to college because they are not prepared for entry-level coursework. A 2008 study by ACT showed that only 1 in 10 8th graders are on target to be ready for college-level work by the time they graduate from high school, and only 35 percent of U.S. 12th graders scored at or above the “proficient” level on the NAEP reading test in 2005. Furthermore, research shows that remediation is a trap from which many students don’t escape; the overwhelming majority of students who take remedial courses never complete college. The Common Core State Standards form a staircase to prepare students to be successful in college and their chosen career. If students successfully climb the staircase from kindergarten to 12th grade, they will then be truly ready for the demands that follow.





To the extent possible under law, we have waived all copyright and related or neighboring rights to this work. Any and all components of this module may be customized to meet the needs of any audience — they may be modified, reproduced, and disseminated without prior permission.
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